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On The Cover . . . A Black Breasted Red
Modern Game cockerel exhibited by
Roger West.  He was Reserve Grand
Champion of the Show at the Back-
woods Poultry Show, Rison, Arkansas,

March 2nd of 2013.

  Photo by Ann Charles

September 2014
September 4-13
Abeline, Texas,  West  Texas Fair and Rodeo.
Contact: 325-677-4376.  Website: http://
w w w. t a y l o r c o u n t ye xp o c e n t e r . c o m /
taylorexpo_wtfr.html

September 5-13, 2014
Odessa, Texas, Permian Basin Fair & Expo-
sition.  Contact: Jerry Wiley, P O Box 212,
Gardendale, Tx 79758.  Phone: 432-366-3026
Website: http://permianbasinfair.com/index.html

September 13-14, 2014
Deactur, Texas, Amarillo Bantam Club Show,
Contact: Al Walker, 900 Country Rd. 36130,
Honey Grove, TX 75446.  903-739-8225 or 903-
815-8255.

September 19-27 2014
Lubbock, Texas.  Panhandle South Plains Fair.
Contact: (806) 763-2833. Website: http://
www.southplainsfair.com/

September 27, 2014
Tulsa, Oklahoma, Tulsa State Fair.  Contact:
Mike Geiss, (405) 761-8339.  Website: http://
www.tulsastatefair.com/filesSite/Poultry4.pdf.

October 2014
October 3, 2014
Pine Bluff,  Arkansas, Southeast Arkansas
District Fair.  Contact: Lewis Hinkle,
870.543.0198, tootie9901@yahoo.com.

October 4, 2014
Norman, Oklahoma, Canadian Valley Poultry
Club fall show.   Website: http://
www.poultryshowcase.com/.  Contact: Richard
Peters, PO Box 735, Noble, OK 73068
APAJudge1009@aol.com

October 4, 2014
Decatur, Texas, Red River Bantam Club Show.
Contact: Al Walker, 900 Country Rd. 36130,
Honey Grove, TX 75446.  Phone: 903-739-8225
or 903-815-8255.

October 11, 2014
Dallas, Texas.  State Fair of Texas, Pan-Am
Poultry Show.  Contact: 214-565-9931.
Website: http://www.bigtex.com/sft/

October 11, 2014
Jackson, Mississippi.  Mississippi State Fair
Poultry Show. APA Sanctioned.  http://
mspoultryshowclub.org/poultry_exhibitions

Table of Contents                  Advertiser’s Index

Upcoming APA &
ABA Shows

LA - AR - OK -TX - MS
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October 10-19, 2014
Little Rock, Arkansas, Arkansas State Fair,
Arkansas State Fair grounds.  Entries at: http://
ark ansasstatefai r.com /livestoc k ind ex/
Statefair.html or contact:  Dr. Keith Bramwell
479-841-6498.

October 18, 2014  (Special)
Lebanon, Indiana, Central Indiana poultry
Show, Boone County 4-H fairground.   Entries
at: http://poultryshow.org.  Call:  765-482-0750

October 18, 2014
Newcastle, Oklahoma, Contact: Scott Kincaid
kayjen@pldi.net

October 19, 2014
Newcastle, Oklahoma, Texas All Game Ban-
tam Club - "The All Game Show".  Contact: Troy
Vannoy, 903-429-6681 (after 7 pm).

October 25, 2014
Abilene, TX, Taylor County Expo Center.
Abilene Poultry Asociation. Contact: Bonnie
Campbell, 110 Ridgecrest Dr. Abilene TX.
Phone: 325-529-6064

November 2014
November 1, 2014
Fayetteville, Arkansas, Heart of The Ozarks
Poultry Club annual Fall Double Show.  Website:
http://www.hotopa.com/index.html

November 1, 2014
Atoka, Oklahoma - All Bantam Show, Contact:
Delbert Jenkins, delandbrandy@yahoo.com.

November 8, 2014
Atoka, Oklahoma, Red River Shootout. contact:
Jason Copass, jason4osu@gmail.com.

November 7-9, 2014
Columbus, Ohio, The Ohio National Show,
2014 ABA National Show. Website: http://
www.ohionational.org/

November 15, 2014
Haynesville, Louisiana - Pelican State Clas-
sic hosted by the North Louisiana Poultry Club -
Contact: Jim Crain, jacrain@chilitech.com.

November 15, 2014
Atoka, Oklahoma - O.E.G. Bantam Bonanza,
Contact: Greg Garison 580-889-0621.

November 22, 2014
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Parker Coliseum at
the LSU Ag Center.  GCPFA’s Gulf South Fall
Classic.  DOUBLE SHOW.  Website: http://
www.gcpfa.com.   Contact: Rhonda Silva
gcpfa01@gmail.com

November 29, 2014
Anadarko, OK, Anadarko County Fairgrounds.
South Central Poultry Club Show. Contact:

ARKANSAS

Jacob Bates 614 N. Hancock St., Charleston,
AR 72933 479/965-5222.

LOUISIANA
JIM CRAIN, APA General Lic #1184, ABA
General Lic #344, Bantam Duck #157,
Serama #26.  Phone: 318-455-998, email:
crainjac@gmail.com,  160 Pelican Cove,
Homer, La. 71040   (03-14)

Jerry McCarty 513 McKinley St. , Haughton,
LA 71037 318/949-0027.

OKLAHOMA

L. C. "Corky" Higbee 6100 Cemetery Road ,
Noble, OK 73068-8604 405/872-7504.

Richard Peters P.O. Box 735 , Noble, OK
73068 405/527-8513.

Robert D. Murray 920 S.E. 21st Street , Okla-
homa City, OK 73129 405/632-7085.

TEXAS

SAMUEL BRUSH, 1009 Hillview Drive,
Keller, TX 76248-4012,
slbrush@verizon.net, 817.379.6475,    APA
General License.   (12-14)

TROY JONES, 7004 Apache, Fort Worth,
TX 76135, 817-237-3797,    ABA General
Bantam (#107) and Bantam Euck (#72) Li-
censed.   (01-15)

James Cooper 1111 Woodbine Street , Kemp,
TX 75143 903/498-7168.

Monty Fitzgerald, 1713 CR 4280, Decatur,
TX  76234; 940-393-8907

Tracy Hill 10721 Truman Street , Amarillo,
TX 79118; 806/622-2488.

Melody Jonas 436 CR 3605 , Lampasas, TX
76550-9711; 512/556-2800.

Dwayne Jonas 436 CR 3605 , Lampasas, TX
76550-9711; 512/556-2800.

STEVE JONES,  9677 Butler Lane, Poetry,
TX  75160,  ghia4me@ sprynet.com, 972-
636-9093,  APA/ABA General License.  (12-14)

Charles Mahoney 11312 Earlywood Drive ,
Dallas, TX 75218; 214/324-3911.

PAT MALONE, 4903 Brazowood Circle, Ar-
lington, TX  76017,  817.478.2397,
PatMalone@ pleasantridgechurch.org.  APA
General License, Bantam Chicken & Bantam
Duck    (12-14)

Jeff Maxwell Jr.  5230 Abercreek ,
Friendswood, TX 77546 409/258-5662.

Joe H. Osburn 296 CR 4896 , Boyd, TX
76023 817/220-6261.

ADDITIONAL STATES

JEFF HALBACH,  31601 High Dr.
Burlington, WI  53105. jeff.halbach@tds.net,
262-534-6994.   APA General & ABA Gen-
eral and Bantam Duck.     (12-14)

DWIGHT MADSEN,  ABA Bantam License
#349, Duck #161.  ABA District 11 Direc-
tor.  17402 Locust Rd., Carthage, MO 64836.
Email:  doit85@hotmail.com, Phone: (417)
359-3867.      (05-15)

SOUTH CENTRAL APA & ABA JUDGES
One-year listing, bold, and underlined, with details  just $12.

Matthew Glass, (405) 320-3817

December 2014
December 6, 2014
Atoka, Oklahoma - 2013 Southeast Bantam
Game Show - Double Show - hosted by The
Atoka Bantam Club. Greg Garison 580-889-
0621.

December 6-7, 2014
Knoxville, Tennessee, the 2014  APA  Na-
tional Show, hosted by Tennessee Valley Poul-
try Club. Website: http://tnvpoultryclub.com

December 13, 2014
Shawnee, Oklahoma.  Oklahoma State Poul-
try Federation 97th Annual Show.  Website: http:/
/www.okspf.com/   One day show.

January 2014
January 4, 2015
College Station, Texas, Brazo County Poul-
try Club Show.  Contact: Claudia Choate,
Claudia@bluebonnetclassic.com,  512-273-
2010.

January 17 - Feb. 8,  2014
Fort Worth, Texas, Southwestern Exposition
& Livestock Show.  Contact: 817-877-2400.
website: http://www.fwssr.com/

February 2014
February 22, 2014
Newcastle, Oklahoma, The Great Plains Game
Bantam Spectacular.  One day-double show.
Contact: Andy Barnes, 580-439-5956,
ouchickencrazy@pldi.net; RR 2 Box 450,
Comanche, OK, 73529.



    Website: http://www.amerpoultryassn.com

Contact:  APA Secretary
PO Box 306, Burgettstown, PA 15021
Phone: 724-729-3459
Email: secretaryapa@yahoo.com

JOIN NOW
Individual Membership:

$20 per year / $50 for 3 years
Outside USA & Canada: $40 per year

Junior Membership:
$15 per year / $40 for 3 years

APA NEWS
July 2014
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 Bigger Chickens
 Enhanced Coloration
 Finer Feather Quality
 Reduce Need For Meds
 Eliminate Ammonia Odor
 Happier & Healthier Birds!

Transforming Agriculture
In America For Crops,
Poultry, Dairy, Livestock,
Greenhouses and more...

www.greenfieldnaturals.com - Toll Free: 888-249-6647

Araucana Club Of America, Promoting the

tufted, rumpless, blue egg laying Araucana.

$20.00 annual dues includes quarterly newslet-

ter, breeders guide, and Araucana Handbook.

Mail inquiries to: Araucana Club of America, 207

Pickens Drive, Pendleton, South Carolina

29670. Email: secretary@araucana.net. Visit our

website and forum: www.araucana.net  (12-14)

American Sumatra Association, http:/ /

sumatraassociation.org/   $18/2yrs; $25/3yrs.

Doug Akers, 300 S. 400 W., Lebanon, IN 46052,

email: dakers@purdue.edu  (12-13)

Modern Game Bantam Club of America,

Dues: $20/year. Mailing address is 4134 NY

Highway 43, Wynantskill, NY 12198;  Lee A.

Traver, Sec./Treasurer.  Email :

traverfarm@wildblue.net;  Website is

www.mgbca.org.  (12-14)

National Call Breeders of America: http://

www.callducks.org, Secretary: Dennis Fuller,

email: wapsiwaterfowl@aol.com, 319-334-3497,

Mail Memberships to:  NCBA c/o Steve Jones,

9677 Butler Lane, Poetry, TX 75160  (12-14)

BREED CLUBS
Basic one-year listing

(3-4 lines) - just $12

National Call Breeders of America
A club formed for the promotion of breeding and

exhibition of Call Ducks, offering National, District and
Special Meets. Quarterly newsletters and annual year-
book.

Memberships: Junior (under 16) $8/year; Individual
$15/year or $29/2 years; Family $17/year or $33/2
years; Lifetime membership $200.  Visit our website
at www.callducks.org  to join online or purchase club
merchandise, such as t-shirts, pins, patches, post-
ers, etc.

For more information contact secretary Dennis
Fuller, 1729 Otterville Blvd., Independence, Iowa
50644;  319-334-3497, wapsiwaterfowl@aol.com
(12-14)

The deadline for
advertising and

article submission
is the 24th of each
month preceding

issue date.

The APA has exceeded 3,000 members in
April.  Most of the new members have been
coming thru paypal which leads me to believe
the website and new facebook page are hav-
ing quite an impact on the number of people
being introduced to the APA.   Now for the
downside, dues notices are going out for any-
one whose membership expires on July 1, to
keep those numbers up, please don’t forget
to renew as soon as you are able.  If you have
changed your address in the last few months,
please let me know so I can update your con-
tact information in my files.

     As you read this, the 2014 yearbook is
being turned over to the printer.   There are a
lot of articles and ads in this year, and the
committee would like to thank everyone for
their input.  Please don’t forget, it will take
about a month for the book to be proofed,
and it takes about another 3 or 4 weeks to
have it printed and mailed.  I am sure it will
be worth the wait and you will enjoy it.

     I am starting to put together the next
issue of News & Views, if you have anything
you would like to contribute, please let me
know before June 20.  If you have an over-
abundance of birds after a good hatching sea-
son, don’t forget, we now have a classified
section where you can advertise those extra
birds and the price is reasonable.

     I’m going to tackle the paperwork on
my desk, hope everyone is now raising those
future champions.

Pat Horstman
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ABA Happenings

ABA HAPPENINGS

July 2014
Although it seems like summer was never

going to come, it is here and I must say in

New JErsey, it still feels far away.  Not com-

plaining as I am not a fan of the heat and the

bantams are not upset either.  It does feel like

a hot summer, however in the ABA office.

For the ABA, summertime is a busy time of

gathering all the data and assembling the new

2014 100th Anniversary yearbook.  Kim

Munden of PA and myself are burning the

midnight oil to get this done and our hopes

are that we are able to mail in early August.   I

would like to thank everyone who took the

time to support this year's book with an Ad.

The ads are what make the book affordable

as well as THE reference tool in the fancy

today.

For those of you who are not ABA mem-

bers, you too can get this book - but first you

must join the ABA.  This can be done online

at www.bantamclub.com or by simply send-

ing $20 for one year - or $50 for three years

to the ABA, PO Box 127, Augusta, NJ  07822.

For those already seasoned ABA members,

we have lots to catch up on and plan for.  Our

National Meet is a big deal this year.  It will

be three days of peace and music in Colum-

bus, Ohio at the 2014 100th Anniversary ABA

National Meet.

The best bantams in the country will con-

vene all in the spirit of good clean competi-

tion.  Only a few will make that Champion

Row - but I am guessing that everyone will

enjoy the time together.  There is something

about seeing your friends and fellow poultry

people from around the country at a National

Meet which brings it all together for most of

us.  For more information, visit

ohionational.org for details on host hotels and

other details.  The Ohio Poultry Breeders are

sure to put on a great show as they have done

in the past on November 7-8-9th to be ex-

act!!  We will be offering some great quality

bantams in our ever popular Breeders Auc-

tion.  The Breeders Auction is a great place

to get top quality birds donated by some of

ABA's most generous members.  Thank you

goes out to George Beyer of NY State who

is donating some Leghorn Bantams for this

great event. If you have some birds to donate

and would like to join George in the Winners

circle, contact me at bantamclub@gmail.com

or my cell which is 973-271-3335 to get

your place in the spotlight!

Another exciting event is a new contest we

are working with the APA/ABA Youth pro-

gram. This is the 2014 ABA NAtional Essay

Contest.  There are three age groups (Jun-

iors 8-10)  (Intermediates 11-13) and (Se-

niors 14 & up)  The first five members in

each class to submit their essay will automati-

cally win a 2011 Bantam Standard, plus all

entries quality for $5.00 in Bantam Bucks

(ABA Currency) . Best of all, the first place

essay in each class will win a new "color pho-

tographed" 2014 ABA Centennial Standard

signed by the ABA President, Vice President,

and Secretary of the ABA.   The Essay Sub-

ject is: "Why owning an ABA Bantam Stan-

dard is Important to Me"  For more informa-

tion, please contact Doris Robinson at

nanamamabrahma@att.net or visit the youth

club website at www.apa-

abayouthpoultryclub.org.  This is a great op-

portunity to put on  your thinking cap and

compete outside the cage:)

That being said, there is nothing better than

a complete ABA bantam standard collection.

If you do not own the current standard (2011)

- now IS the time to get  yours today.  These

books will not be reprinted.  They feature the

artwork of Kim Munden.  They are available

in both hardcover ($45) and the softcover

mini.($30).  We are having a BIG SALE be-

fore they are gone forever.

Order both the 2011 Hardcover and the

2011 Mini version for $50.  YES - that is

correct.  $50 plus $5 shipping will get them

both to you via USPS. (Canadian members -

you must add $15 shipping and handling)  You

can order them online on the website or send

a check to ABA -PO Box 127, Augusta, NJ

07822.  2014 legbands are still available.

They are .38 ea plus $5 shipping and handling.

If you are unsure of which sizes you may

need, visit our website at

www.bantamclub.com or send an email to

bantamclub@gmail.com and we will try to

help you.  MANY thanks goes to Russell

Crevoiserat who is the legband shipper and

has been keeping busy with filling your or-

ders ontime.

For now, I must sign off and would like to

remind everyone to read their newsletters and

yearbooks when you get them.  They have lots

of information which is vital to your mem-

bership and to the organization. A well read

ABA member is an informed ABA member.

Take care of yourself and your bantams.

See you in November.  . . Karen Unrath
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Large Fowl Araucana in
Black, Black Breasted

Red, Golden Duckwing,
Silver Duckwing, White,

plus a few bantams.

Ann Charles
Winnfield, Louisiana

l contact@SkyBlueEgg.com l

(318) 209-9802 (lv msg)

SkyBlueEgg.com
& Araucana.com

SkyBlueEggSkyBlueEgg



14000 W. 215th Street, Bucyrus, KS 66013
Ph.  913-879-2587  7:30 A. M. - 3 P. M. CST M-F

24-hour Fax: 913-533-2497
Email: smithct@centurylink.cnet
Web www.poultrysupplies.com

Our family-owned company has offered competitive prices & given
fast, dependable service to our customers since 1988. 40-page color
catalog contains many items: bands, books, brooders, catch nets,
coops, feeders, founts, incubators, medications, netting, pullorum
antigen, Tek-Trol & Oxine disinfectants, vaccines, vitamins, etc. Call
us & we’ll deliver your order to the shows & swaps we attend in 2013.
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The club promotes oppor-
tunities to practice show-
manship, cooperation and
fellowship and to be in-
volved with their home com-
munity and with the poultry
fancy in general.

For more info go to:  http://www.apa-abayouthpoultryclub.org  or
contact: Doris Robinson, National Director, 810 Sweetwater Rd.,

Philadelphia, TN 37846 ~ Phone: 865-717-6270 ~
Email: nanamamabrahma@att.net

a@att.net

Fowl Pox, Mosquitos & Mites
By Lewis Hinkle

Several have asked about the fowl pox vac-
cine and “where” to get it.  Listed below is a
suppler that we have used over the years:

Smith Poultry and Game Bird Supplies
14000 W. 215th Street
Bucyus, KS   66013-9519
www.poultrysupplies.com
smithkct@centurylink.net

Fowl Pox
We have found that a good time to vacci-

nate birds for fowl pox is late June or early
July in our region of the country (Arkansas).
Pox is carried by mosquitoes.  So this is some-
thing you will want to seriously pay attention
to this summer!  Usually pox will become
noticeable in late August . . September . . early
October.  Just in time to keep you from show-
ing in the fall shows!  You will notice sores
on the comb, face, and eye lids of the birds.
So vaccinate if at all possible.  If you should
notice pox in your flock . . . please, do not
take them to a show!  Your friends will thank
you for it!

Mosquito Control
A bug light close to but away from the roost

house would be good to use.  Also mounting
a box fan to the top of your roost house and
turned on low/medium at night would be a big
help in 1)  keeping mosquitoes “blown away”
from your birds; and  2) keeping your birds
cooler at night when the humidity is high along
with the temps!

Mite Control
With all of the rain we’ve experienced al-

ready this summer these little “vampires” will
be plentiful so it is a must to keep them in
check!  Examine your birds at night while they
are on the roost for mites.  Check the vent
area . . . under each wing . . . hackle and shoul-
der . . . and also leg shanks and thighs.  Feather-
legged birds need to have their feet checked
as well.

For preventive measures spray Adams Flea

Mist on these areas or use diluted Malathion
(use a spray bottle) about once every 2 to
three weeks.  If you notice mites you will
need to do it every two weeks.  Spray the roost
poles as well.  Nests need spraying, too.

For any infestation you will need to use
something like Malathion in a large bucket
or tub of water . . . and “dip” your birds . .  that
is to “baptize” your birds so that all of the
mites will be exterminated.  This will not make
them a church member but it will rid them of
mites!  Haa

I do know that Malathion kills mites on
contact because I’ve had to do this a time or
two over the years and it works!  If you will
check your birds periodically you will not
have to go to this extreme!

25th Anniversary Show in Pine Bluff
On Thursday, October 2nd the Southeast

 . . . .continued on page 13



is moving away from large fowl and going
over to bantams.

As this article is part of the Sourcing Stock
series, I want to talk about the chicks I or-
dered in May - the breeds I chose, why I chose
them and where I chose to purchase them
from.

As many of you may know, I have not been
doing large-scale research with chickens for
several years. In the past, I was working with
very large numbers. I think this fact may be
lost on many people. There were times when
I was working with as many as ten thousand
birds a year. During my main research years,
I never worked with small numbers because
it can be very difficult to make accurate as-
sessments from small numbers of individu-
als. Since 2008, however, I have been work-
ing with smaller numbers more on a hobby
basis, rarely maintaining more than 100 birds.
There are a couple of genetic issues that I am
still interested in researching and by focus-
ing on only one or two basic factors, one can
do research with smaller number (especially
if you only want to replicate previous research
results or refine previous research), but my
main focus has simply been to produce my
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Sourcing Stock: Part 4

My Most Recent Adventure . . .

By Brian Reeder
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As I mentioned in a recent article, I have
been having trouble with weasels wiping out
my birds for the last two years as my large
fowl houses have gotten older and have holes
here and there that the weasels can get in
through and that I have been unable to fully
seal, and once the weasels know they can get
in, even when I seal the holes, the weasels
burrow to get in. So I have made the deci-
sion to go over to bantams that can be housed
in very secure cages and then those cages
can be housed in the old large fowl housing.
By doing this, I can let the birds loose in the
houses through the day and then put them up
in their secure cages at night. In addition, I
have also revamped one of my old brooder
houses to be very secure. I still have the
cages I used when I was experimenting with
the Serama about a decade ago, so those cages
work well in the newly secured brooder
house.

I have given much thought to the cages and
have developed a proto-type that has been
successful and now I can turn those out fairly
easily and quickly for use with bantams. The
basic cage is 4’ x 2’ x 2’ and easily accommo-
dates a pair of bantams with more than ad-
equate room. These cages use ½” rat wire and
are made from treated 2” x 2” x 8’ lumber, so
they are lightweight and easy to work with
while being completely impenetrable to
predators, even weasels, and are inexpensive
to build. The cage doors are on the top, so
gravity helps keep them down and they close
with security gate latches, making them im-
possible for a predator to open. These cages
are built by constructing each panel separately
with the wire attached and then the panels are
assembled to make the cage. The wire is on
the inside of the cage on all surfaces. This
makes the cages very easy to assemble and
makes them very secure, as well as attractive
(see picture 1a and 1b). The basic prototype
can also be modified to any size that I might
want, and while they have all been 4’ x 2’ x 2’
so far, the next ones I build will be larger and
later on this fall, I will construct some that
will be for a single male or a broody hen and
they will be slightly smaller (to fit them into
smaller spaces in the large fowl houses along
with the other cages).

The brooder house is an insulated metal
building with two large doors in the front and
a window on each side. The security improve-
ments on the brooder house are all based
around making any and all openings very se-
cure by covering them all with rat wire and
this also creates the ability to allow a great
deal of air flow for the bird’s comfort. One
of the most important improvements was to
build a second set of doors from 2” x 2” lum-
ber and rat wire inside the main set of doors
so that when the main doors are open, the rat
wire doors make the building secure while
allowing a great deal of air and light to enter
the building. In cold or rainy weather the main
doors can be closed to keep the build dry and/
or warm (see picture 2a and 2b).

So far, both the cages and the converted
brooder building have been operating very
well. Time will tell, but I think this shift of
focus will allow me to keep my birds safe
while not having to resort to the expense or
effort that would be involved in completely
redoing the large buildings or constructing
new buildings for large fowl, while still al-
lowing me to utilize those large fowl build-
ings as day-runs. The key to all of this though

Photo 1a
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own eggs to eat and a few birds to eat here
and there, and then there is the simple fact
that I just don’t like to be without some chick-
ens.

So now that I am repopulating with bantams,
my first consideration was what I wanted to
focus on, as this would help to determine the
breeds I might want to obtain. First and fore-
most is egg production. Now we all know that
no bantam line is going to produce like a sex-
link or commercial egg layer, but there are
some bantam breeds, or strains of certain
breeds, that have very acceptable egg produc-
tion. The second consideration, which is al-
ways an important focus for me, was to se-
lect breeds that typically show good hardiness
and disease resistance. Having worked with
many, many lines and breeds, I have a pretty
good idea of the “go-to” breeds for those
traits. The third trait consideration is good
temperament and again, I have a lot of experi-
ence and know what is likely to fit the bill.
The final trait(s) that I wanted to consider were
breeds that were made up of genes that are
both aesthetically appealing to me and also
work for the bit of research I would like to
continue looking into.

Since I am not interested in showing, I have
no need to purchase exhibition stock, nor do
I have the time or energy to track down the
things I want from far-flung exhibition breed-
ers. All I wanted to do was to simply get a
group of chicks, all at once, raise them my-
self (to imprint them to me) and select from
amongst them for the handful that fit my de-
sired criterion. Of course, the easiest possible
way to do this is to simply order a group of
chicks from one of the hatcheries.

My hatchery of choice for bantams is
Cackle Hatchery. There are a number of rea-
sons for this and I would like to mention those.
First and foremost is that Cackle offers all
the breeds/varieties I wanted to purchase. Sec-
ond is that I have had good results with their
bantams in the past. Third is that they have vid-
eos of the actual breeding flocks on their
website. This is a huge plus and goes a step
beyond any of the other hatcheries in the US
at this time (though hopefully others will get
a clue and realize what a huge selling point
this is). Finally, Cackle offers both an assort-
ment of bantam pullets (composed of several
breeds that interest me) and they also offer
sexed bantams of a few of their (down-
sexable) breeds. While the bantam pullet as-
sortment and the sexed bantam pullets are
fairly expense in comparison to most hatch-
ery bantam chicks, for me it was well worth
the extra expense to be sure of getting a suf-
ficient number of females, both for eggs and
breeding projects. I do want to stress that I

am not saying other hatcheries are bad. I am
only saying that Cackle was my choice in this
instance because of the reasons mentioned
above. I have seen good birds from other hatch-
eries as well, but Cackle met my needs in this
instance and I have had good experiences with
them in the past.

Aesthetically speaking, there are only cer-
tain traits I really like. For instance, I don’t
care for single combs and prefer rose or cush-
ion combs, nor do I particularly care for leg
feathering, crest, or muff/beards. Further, I
tend to like red-based lines more than silver
based lines, except in certain instances (good
barred-on-black birds need to be silver-based,
for instance). I prefer yellow skin/shanks to
white skin/shanks. I prefer a larger bantam,
finding the pursuit of extreme smallness to
be detrimental and deleterious to the viabil-
ity of the line, though I will focus on a more
intermediate size as I breed to accommodate
my cage sizes and the bird’s comfort. I don’t

care for slow feathering, as I find fast feath-
ering to simply be more pleasing and have fre-
quently noted that slow feathered birds will
tend to be targets for feathering-picking and
cannibalism by their peers and by faster-feath-
ered birds. Of high importance to me is that
the birds I work with be calm and personable,
not flighty or aggressive. In this regard, the
videos of the flocks at the Cackle website are
invaluable. While I have a lot of experience
with many breeds, the videos are a great guide
to which of their breeds and varieties are calm.
My experience may make it easier for me to
determine this from a video, but I think any-
one can tell that birds that come up to the cam-
era and remain calm and inquisitive represent
a calmer line than those that go crazy in the
video and take to the wing, throwing dust and
debris at the camera.

So with my considerations for the intan-
gible traits and phenotype traits, I chose the
following: Dominique bantam, Rhode Island

Photo 1b



Red bantam (RIR), and Partridge Wyandotte
bantam (PW) as my main focus breeds. Any-
one who knows me well will not be surprised,
as the RIR and PW are two of my favorites
and have also proven time and again to be very
reliable for the intangible traits and can gen-
erally be located with good phenotype traits,
even through the catalogs. Of course, I don’t
care if they are exhibition quality or not, but
my observation is that even when these breeds
are not exhibition quality, they are still very
nice in phenotype traits and don’t need to be
top show winners to be lovely, enjoyable and
useful birds. And just for the record, I don’t
like the coloring of the exhibition RIR (Rhode
Island Black?) anyhow, nor do I care if the par-
tridge penciling of the PW is perfect, as I find
them just as attractive and enjoyable when the
is no penciling at all, with any manifestation
between no penciling and exhibition pencil-
ing being perfectly acceptable. For me, the
RIR and PW are more about type, production
and intangibles than about something as trivial
as the precision of the penciling or the exact
tone of red (or black) that they are express-
ing. However, I would note that the RIR ban-
tam flock on the Cackle website video of the
breed shows a nice dark red coloring with
considerable melanization, perhaps even a bit
darker than I tend to like. They should work
very well for selecting an exhibition line from,
if one wanted to do so.

I placed my order in early May for arrival
in late May and was lucky that the only week
that the PW were available for May was also
the week I wanted to receive them. In addi-
tion to the Dominique, RIR and PW bantams,
I also ordered the bantam pullet assortment
(and requested no feather legged breeds since
I really don’t like leg feathering) and a few
White Yokohamas, just to see how they would
fair, if any would make it to adulthood and how
susceptible to Marek’s this line is. As the
Yokohamas are barely larger than a bantam, I
don’t really consider them to be a true large
fowl anyhow, but more of a large bantam and
since I didn’t get my chicks vaccinated for
Marek’s, I don’t expect to have many as adults.
What I would like is just one or two anyhow,
though if I were to have more make it, I could
always pass them on to others who want to
work with them.

My chicks arrived on time and in great
shape with none lost in transit. With the mixed
bantam pullets, I was happy to see no leg
feathered breeds (Thanks Cackle!!). The as-
sorted bantam pullets were Barred Old En-
glish Game bantams, Crele Old English Game
bantams, Barred Rock bantams and RIR ban-
tams, with a good distribution of numbers of

each. These are all down sexable and it was
obvious to me that these were all pullets based
on my past experiences with these down types.
I was glad to get the two types of OEGB, in
spite of the white skin, as these two varieties
of this breed tend to have better egg produc-
tion than typical OEGB and while they are not
tiny like some of the exhibition EOGB, they
are smaller than the other breeds and should
any survive into adulthood and be able to re-
produce, they can be used to outcross to the
more productive and larger types to bring
down size while not harming production sig-
nificantly (provided proper selection is made
after the initial cross).

The down of the chicks was very interest-
ing. Of course, the White Yokohamas were
simply white downed as any recessive white
chick. The PW showed typical down for the
variety, though a couple of the chicks showed
lighter colored down than typical with very
distinct striping, so these may not have Pat-
tern gene and Mahogany (fingers crossed, as
I would love to have some that are just red
brown - eb s+ - instead of patterned mahogany
red brown, typical partridge - eb s+ Mh Pg).

The RIR were a surprise in down, as they
were down sexing instead of feather sexing!
Typically, most lines of RIR are slow feath-
ered so that they are sexable at hatch by the
length of the main wing feathers (or absence
of them), but with down sexing, the down col-
oring of the males and females is different
enough to distinguish the sexes. This is typi-
cally achieved through the sex-linked genes
silver and gold or through the sex-linked gene

barring, but in some rare instances there is an
autosomal factor that makes the sexes look
different in down at hatch. In this instance,
the pullets are solid orange, while the cock-
erels are orange with white under-coloring
similar to the typical white underside of the
down of extended black (E-based) chicks,
though these RIR are obviously not E and the
white underside is only on males, unlike E-
based down where the white underside is on
both sexes.

The Dominique down was very interesting,
as I have never seen E-based, barred chicks
with so much white on their upper side and so
little on the underside. Makes me wonder if
these might actually be ER at the e-allele.
However, the down was clearly sexable with
the pullets showing less white on the upper
side. The Barred Rock and OEG bantams
showed typical down for those varieties.

In the first week, there were almost no
losses, with only four chicks lost. Since then,
I have only lost one more, so of the 49 chicks
I received (I ordered 45 total and received 49),
I still have 44. That is quite impressive, espe-
cially when you consider that I always start
new chicks on old bedding from the old houses
in order to inoculate them to any and all dis-
eases that might be present in my houses and
to allow me to make fast and early selection
for lack of resistance to any pathogens
present. Of course, this doesn’t mean that I
won’t have further losses, as many forms of
Marek’s only emerges as the chicks begin to
reach sexual maturity and some respiratory
diseases typically only manifest when the

Photo 2a
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Introducing Brian Reeder’s latest book . . .

An Introduction to Form and
Feathering of the Domestic Fowl

This book is available NOW at Amazon.com & Authorhouse.com
Amazon: http://www.authorhouse.com/Bookstore/BookDetail.aspx?BookId=SKU-000450530
Author House: http://www.amazon.com/Introduction-Form-Feathering-Domestic-Fowl/dp/

1456747843/ref=sr_1_11?ie=UTF8&qid=1305509150&sr=8-11

Order your copy online today.
See Brian Reeder’s new blog at:  http://

www.brianreederbreeder.blogspot.com

nights become cold in the fall. There will un-
doubtedly be more losses, but I expect that. I
am, however, surprised that I have lost so few
at this point.

The chicks are now almost a month old and
I am very pleased that they have all turned out
to be fast feathered except for the Barred
Rock bantam pullets, though if I have to have
any birds with slow feathering, I prefer it to
be pullets as when mated to a fast feathered
male, they produce fast feathered daughters
and heterozygous for fast and slow feathered
sons. The females can then be bred to any fast-
feathered male and slow feathering is gone
for good in the offspring. I am especially
thrilled that the RIR are fast feathered, as most
lines of RIR bantams I have seen are slow
feathered.

I am excited to be on this new journey with
these bantams. It will be very interesting to
see what comes of it. I am trying at this point
not to be too attached, as anything could hap-
pen, but so far, it seems as if this new direc-
tion may give me the ability to keep a few birds
without predator losses. While I am not look-
ing to breed for exhibition, these birds could
easily be used to select an exhibition line of
their respective varieties as I have described
in the previous articles of this series. My goal
is to continue experimenting with a few ge-
netic factors and to breed a nice line of me-
dium sized bantams that are calm, hardy and
productive while doing those experiments.
Regardless of what happens, I will write about
it to keep you all updated as this new project
unfolds and to let you know how these breeds
turn out in case some of you might want to
obtain some of those breeds or varieties for
starting a line of your own.

Photo 2b
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Arkansas District Fair Poultry Show will cel-
ebrate 25 years!  We want you to be apart of
this show . . . so take care of your birds this
summer and plan to be in Pine Bluff!

Judges
   Mr. Pat Malone from Fort Worth, Texas

will serve as our Judge for the Open Show.
He has been a true friend over the years to
the Arkansas folks and will find the best birds
in the barn no doubt!  He works extremely
hard for the APA; and we are excited to have
him back with us for this show!

   Mr. Joshua Flees from the University of
Arkansas (Fayetteville) Poultry Science De-
partment has been invited to serve as Junior
Show and Junior Showmanship Judge.  Josh
comes from the great state of Wisconsin; and
has a keen eye for poultry!  He has earned his
stripes as a breeder and  exhibitor!  Hopefully
his school schedule will allow him to be with
us!

I truly hope this information will help you
this summer in keeping your birds in condi-
tion . . . healthy . . . and show-ready!  We want
to have a great show on October 2nd . . . and
we want you to be with us!

Until the next email . . . may you enjoy
watching your birds grow and mature into
“show-stoppers!”

Your Friend,
Lewis Hinkle

‘Purely Poultry’ Is Hiring
Purely Poultry is now hiring two part-tim-

ers (28 hours per week) to work from home
as Customer Service Representatives. If you
would like to work from home, have an inter-
est in poultry, and enjoy serving people, this
may be the position for you. Interested appli-
cants can read the full job description here,
http://www.purelypoultry.com/careers-ezp-
57.html,  and email their resume and other
requirements to chicks@purelypoultry.com
by July 11, 2014.

 . . . .continued form page 7

Just a quick note for everyone in the poul-
try world who are making plans for this once
in a life time event. The Ohio National will
be hosting the 100th American Bantam Asso-
ciation Anniversary Show This November 7,
8, 9-2014

If you would like the Ohio National to host
your breed club annual meeting , there is still
time to join this historic even just contact us
at markley@ohionational.org   We have been
getting information back from the breed clubs
on the choice of judges for the national meets
and times for meeting rooms. This informa-
tion will be posted when completed

The judges that in the line up to review all
of these great birds that will be exhibited at
the event are as follows : Jeff Halbach, John
Thomforde, Jamie Carson, Lewis
Cunningham,  Art Rieber, Steve Beaty, Marty
McGuire, Brian Knox, Terry Britt, Danny
Padget, Troy LaRoche, Anthony Ashley, Tom
Roebuck, Jerry Yeaw, Don Roscoe

The Ohio National youth program is look-
ing forward to hosting the youth from around
the country and we have some very exciting
programs this year for the youth. With the
Support of Meyer Hatchery, there will be out-
standing awards for the top exhibitors, Schol-
arship award, and seminars.

You can keep up to date and find hotel in-
formation and details on the Ohio National
web site at http://www.ohionational.org/
Hotel_Info/hotel-info.html .  The Hilton Gar-
den is sold out the Comfort Inn is sold out.
We have added an additional hotel Fairfield
Inn & Suites Columbus Polaris  9000
Worthington Road · Columbus, Ohio 43082
Phone 1-614-568-0770? Rates: $99 per
night, plus tax Room types: Standard Queen
(2 beds) or King Suite (1 bed, 1 sofabed,
mini-fridge, microwave, 2 LCD TVs, iHome
Stereo)  FREE HOT BREAKFAST!

 If you have any questions please feel free
to call or email and we will do our best to
make sure this once in a life time event is one
that you will never forget

Ohio National
ABA 100th Anniversary

By Eric Markley

Dear Members,
I want to take up a little space to thank all

of you kids and parents for being so great
about participating in your newsletter. I am al-
ways so pleased when I get information from
you to broadcast all over the country.

It’s really great to see how well you are
doing in the showroom with your favorite
breed of chickens, ducks, geese, etc. All of
know you work hard and you’re doing a great
job.

I want to pass on a special notice to you
members. At every show I have attended in
person so far this year and watched the show
club hand out showmanship
awards………...GUESS WHO HAS WON at
every show. Members of the APA-ABA Youth
Club. Boy, is that ever something to crow
about. I have been bragging to everyone that I
can get to listen. I’m so proud of you and our
club.

One thing I want to be sure you do. Make
sure you put your showmanship placing in
your record books in the education section.
You learn something in every competition you
enter and you are also proving your knowl-
edge about poultry in general not only your
specific breed.

Some clubs are still learning about our
sanctioning showmanship so you can earn
points. If the show you attend isn’t sanctioned
you can ask them if they know they can do
this and tell them to check with us on how it
works or even refer them to our website for
information. I’ve had a few emails this month
asking how the sanctioning works so this has
proven to me that when you or your parents
bring up the subject the shows are being made
aware there is such a program out there for
them as well as for you.

Keep up the good work so we still have
these bragging rights and you can earn points
if the showmanship competition is sanctioned.

Mrs. R.

Mrs. R. Doris Robinson
APA-ABA YOUTH POULTRY CLUB
Doris Robinson,
National Director/Coordinator
810 Sweetwater Rd.
Philadelphia, TN 37846
865-717-6270 (Home/Office)
865-389-5281 (Cell)
www.apa-abayouthpoultryclub.org

APA-ABA YOUTH
POULTRY CLUB

NEWS

Kissing Chickens?
“Numerous salmonella cases in the USA

appear to be linked to people being in close
contact with their backyard chickens.  By the
middle of May, over 60 people in 23 states
had been effected. . . A hatchery in Ohio that
sells chicks to many different retailers in sev-
eral states  has been indetified as the source

of the outbreak.
Many of the people who became ill admited

they had close contact with live poultry . .
.Some epople even brought their birds into
their houses and admitted to kissing their
chickens like pets!”  Exerpt from” Salmo-
nella, World Focus, International Poultry
Production, Volume 22, #4 (2014)
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Chickens in Suburbia
By Diana Engelbart

Ever since my grandmother served me a
fresh egg on the morning of my brother’s
birth, I have thought about raising chickens.
Store bought eggs just don’t have the same
flavor.

I grew up with certain values and family
stories that included self sufficiency.  My
grandmother had a deep influence.  Although
that egg on my brother’s birthday came from
grandma’s backyard in suburban Long Island,
grandma supplemented her income during the
Great Depression by raising vegetables and
chickens on the roof or her tenement in Man-
hattan. She was such an inspiration in so many
ways.  But I was on my own and trying to hold
my own in corporate America. Then I became
disabled.

I went back to school, earned  another de-
gree and then taught. Unfortunately, I did so
well, that the college I was teaching at paid
me more than what disability would allow me
to earn, so I had to quit.  Then one Earth Day,
I went to a celebration that was being held at
the University of Massachusetts Medical
School, not far from my home. One of the
vendors was a local CSA and they had a vari-
ety of products for sale, including blue eggs.

Wow! Blue eggs!!! My favorite color is
blue. I bought a dozen and they were just like
I remembered that egg Grandma served to me
so many years ago. Since I was at loose ends,
I thought; why not raise some hens that would
give me blue eggs? I asked the farmer what
kind of chicken lays blue eggs and she said,
“Araucana”. She was wrong. She had Easter
Eggers.  With visions of blue eggs dancing in
my mind, I searched Google for Araucana.
Then I found out that you could show them. I
had shown cats for many years, so I decided
to give the Araucana a whirl.

What followed was a study in how not to
raise chickens in the suburbs. I started by buy-
ing young pairs. It was late fall and I didn’t
have the proper facilities, so I thought I’d
keep them indoors over the winter. I still had
plenty of cages from my cat breeding days
and I took over two of the three bedrooms in
the house. I had also attended my first poul-
try show and came home with two dozen fer-
tilized eggs.

My husband, Carl, and I waited with eager
anticipation that escalated exponentially as
the eggs began to pip. Carl was probably more
excited than I to see the babies hatch. The
next two mornings he’d bring me a cup of
coffee along with the morning’s headcount
of baby chicks. In all, 18 of the 24 eggs
hatched. The chicks included Easter Eggers,
Lavender Orpingtons, and one Araucana,

which unfortunately died in the shell.
All winter we watched as our chicks grew,

went through the baby uglies, and then feath-
ered into beauties. The Araucana that I had
purchased were growing too and were so
lovely.  By March it was abundantly clear that
we had 12 roosters. Carl decided that they
weren’t so cute after all. 12 crowing birds
right next to our bedroom. I ignored them,
but my husband went bonkers.  I purchased
several small coops with runs and we moved
the youngsters into our backyard. The neigh-
bors were not impressed. The Board of Health
ordered me to get the roosters out. So be-
gins the story of the moveable flock.

Next step - - A friend of mine owned a farm
and said that I could house my chickens there.
Yippee! Another friend helped me move the
coops up to the farm and we settled them into
a little pasture.  I would go up to the farm
twice a day to tend to the birds and all was
well.  Unfortunately, my friend’s farm busi-
ness was in bankruptcy and the farm was soon
sold. I hadn’t been too worried about that be-
cause I had discussed the chickens with the
new buyer way in advance and he had assured
me that the chickens could stay. As it turned
out, things didn’t happen that way. The day that
he closed on the farm, he evicted me. Since
the new owner is the town’s Police Chief, I
wasn’t going to argue.  I placed an ad and re-
homed all of the non-Arau-
cana, including all roosters
but one.  Everyone else came
home.

As my flock of hens was
growing, I added two roost-
ers and got another order
from the Board of Health
with not much time to com-
ply. The roosters got stashed
at the vet clinic where I work
until I could figure out a so-
lution.  The vet I work for
owns a 5 acre property nearby
that is a dormant farm. He al-
lowed me to move the flock
there. Chickens on a farm. No
problem? Problem - - I re-
ceived the same noise complaints as before.
I ran around pulling together the paperwork
that I thought I needed to declare that the
property was once again in use as a farm. I
had received guidance from the Massachu-
setts Farm Bureau Foundation, so I thought I
was set. I wasn’t. The nice people at the Farm
Bureau had given me incomplete information.
Now, I had to get the roosters off that prop-
erty.

Ironically, when I bought my house 30
years ago, I did so with raising chickens in
mind.   A neighbor across the street had chick-
ens (including roosters) and sheep on his

property at the time. When I bought my house,
I asked if it was allowable to have chickens. I
was told yes and that the land was zoned agri-
cultural.  In point of fact, you can have any
sort of critter on your property as long as
the neighbors don’t complain about noise or
smells. Just a few blocks away someone has
hens and roosters, but the neighbors don’t
complain. But, next to the little 5 acre farm
is a yuppie neighborhood and they do com-
plain.

There is an exclusion under Massachusetts
General Law that allows for noise and smells
from a farm. The problem is that it has to be
a commercial farm and the law is hazy as to
what comprises a commercial farm. One of
the guideline used, and used improperly, is
Chapter 61A under Massachusetts General
Law. Chapter 61A allows for a reduction in
property tax for farms. Until recently, the
minimum size for a farm to qualify for this
tax break was 5 acres. Recently, the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts allowed com-
munities to adopt a “right-to-farm” bylaw.
Under this bylaw, the minimum farm acre-
age required to qualify for the tax break is 2
acres. My town actually adopted the bylaw
but not everyone in the town offices knows
that or knows what it means.  What gets
people confused is that a farm does not need
to declare Chapter 61A in order for it to be a

farm. In fact, Massachusetts
law simply states that a farm
is a place where agricultural
activities are carried out.

This should be simple.  Ha!
Despite the fact that I was on
acreage that would qualify for
Chapter 61A and was per-
forming agricultural activities
and had a business certificate,
my activities are not consid-
ered as being a *commercial*
farm.  What’s a commercial
farm? Good question and
there is no clear definition.
The farm has to have docu-
mented receipts showing a
level of income.   That level

of income is not clearly defined under the
law. Since I’m just starting out, my only in-
come is from table eggs that I sell and I sell a
negligible volume, just enough to cover feed.
I haven’t sold any chicks yet, so there is no
income from that. If I had a business plan, I
might be able to get away with being consid-
ered a commercial farm, but not knowing
what the income targets are, writing a plan to
meet those targets would be shot in the dark.
Obviously, there’s more investigation that
needs doing. I wonder if Massachusetts rec-
ognizes subsistence farms? Massachusetts
seems to recognize small urban farms on va-

“Having to dig into the va-
garies of Massachusetts
General Law is really quite
burdensome. I would like to
make that point. The town
has given me bad advice.
The farm bureau has given
me bad advice. Now I am
going to spend time I do not
have to try to unravel all the
bad advice that I’ve been
given. I feel that this is an
important point,” Diana
Engelbart
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The Dorking Cockerel
By Christine Heinrichs

A new booklet on Dorkings comes to us

from the Dorking Museum in Dorking, Sur-

rey: The Dorking Cockerel. It's written by

David Burton, who recently joined the

museum's staff. He found an old booklet and

decided to update it.

I ordered one through Amazon UK and it

arrived promptly. It's delightful. David in-

cludes interesting tidbits of Dorking history,

such as the fact that Edward Lear included

references to "milk-white hens of Dorking"

in his nonsense song, The Courtship of

Yonghy-Bonghy-Bo in 1877.

Lots of great illustrations, including a page

of various emblems and badges which fea-

ture the Dorking. All poultry fanciers, espe-

cially those who hold the Dorking in a spe-

cial place, will want a copy.

David explains how he came to write the

booklet: “Even though we kept chickens when

we first moved to the area many years ago, it

was only quite recently that I became aware

of the international renown of the local

breed, the Dorking.

“Helping out with a few things in prepara-

tion for the Museum’s re-opening in autumn,

I (got) volunteered to give a bit of a face-lift

to a leaflet on The Dorking Cock.  The origi-

nal, a 4-pager produced in 1985 by the Local

History Group, was now looking rather dated.

I spent some time in the Museum’s archive,

followed up Mary Day’s research and the ref-

erences from the 1985 leaflet, then got phon-

ing and Googling – and got hooked!

“What resulted is now a 20-page booklet,

with much new material and extensive illus-

trations, updating the story of the Dorking

Cock – not just the breed but its place in the

history of the town.  It starts with the origins

of ‘the five-claw’d-un’, dating back to Roman

times and the 1st century writings of Col-

umella.  Its reputation for quality grew across

the centuries.  By the 17th century, Dorking

was “the greatest Market for Poultry in En-

gland” and Dorkings had travelled with the

early settlers to America.”

The Dorking Cockerel is available, price

£2.50, from Dorking Museum & Heritage

Centre: admin@dorkingmuseum.org.uk.

Everything you
need to know about
breed selection,
care, feeding,
facilities and
showing.  By
Christine Heinrichs.

Updated & Revised.

See Christine’s blog at: http:// poultrybookstore.blogspot.com

& How To Raise POULTRY

Available at Amazon.com  -  Buy Your Copies Today

How To Raise CHICKENS

cant lots, so what is the difference been a city
lot and a suburban lot?

More research and more information is
needed. In my “copius” free time.   I’ll have
to investigate more with the Farm Bureau. I’m
going to try to attend the Northeastern Or-
ganic Farming Association’s (NOFA) summer
conference in August to get better armed. I’ve
been to the conference before and it is a ton
of fun. I do urge anyone from New England,
New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania to
give it a try.

As for me, I will try to attend the Summer
Conference and I plan to follow with both the
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural
Resources and the Massachusetts Farm Bu-
reau Federation. I write another article in late
August and share what I find out.
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